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Both courses are written exams in June; both part of “Fiction in English 1”. This means that if you have an 8/20 for ISLE, but a 13/20 for Nobel Prize Winners, you will not have to redo either one of the exams in August. If you don’t pass one of the two and end up having less than 10/20, you will only have to redo the one course you flunked. ISLE is considered the most difficult of the two, while Nobel Prize Winners balances it out.

ISLE: 

Tip 1: This is one of the roughest exams of your first year, and all of it has to do with the sheer volume of the course. You will have to do a lot of reading and studying to be pass this exam. It is advisable that you do read your texts, seeing that you will not receive copies of them on the exam.

Tip 2: Do not forget your slides, they are usually even more important than your introductions. These slides are in fact summaries of these introductions and add comments to them, do not forget to study these! 
Tip 3: Know your authors, know your works and know in which century they were written.

Tip 4: Don’t hesitate to look certain works up on the internet, Wikipedia is certainly advisable. It might be handy to take a look at the works from another person’s point of view.

Tip 5: You can expect two kinds of questions. Professor Van Hulle’s questions tend to be quite theoretical and based on the slides, while professor Herman’s questions are more on the practical side: “Explaining their motivations for selecting the works you have to read and which books wouldn’t have been read in years past” is a clear example of these - so called - practical questions.

Tip 6: There is no need to study all the names by heart though, nor is it too important to know the various historic backgrounds by heart. Just be able to place a certain author’s work in its timeframe. E.g.: Explain Milton’s reasons for the subject of “Paradise Lost” by linking it to the historic background of the time.

Nobel Prize Winners:

Written exam in June, with a paper counting for 25 percent of your total grade.

Tip 1: Take your time for the paper, think before you write and take it seriously. If you don’t do well on your paper, it will quite probably result in a low total grade. Mind spelling errors and be sure to phrase your arguments clearly.
Tip 2: The exam itself consists of various small questions, testing whether you have read the books or not. It’s quite clear that you need to read the books in other words. You will also receive random quotes from any of the books, you are expected to name the character talking and of course say which book it comes from.

Tip 3: The essay-question counts for fifty percent of your grade for this written exam; in other words, around 6 points of your total grade. This question can be really difficult or fairly straightfoward, luck has to be on your side. Not much to give as an advice here, just think before you write again.

