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Sample Exam from the slides
Question 1

Here is an extract from an article in the Independent commenting on the results of the 2005 General Elections. Explain or comment on the shaded phrases .
Electoral reform: Why it's time for change

By Marie Woolf, Chief Political Correspondent

10 May 2005 

The Government is facing calls for a wholesale review of the voting system after the general election was condemned as a "travesty of democracy". Politicians from all parties demanded that the present electoral system be scrapped after Labour formed a Government with the smallest share of the vote for more than 100 years.

Constitutional specialists said Tony Blair was in charge of an "elected dictatorship"  AfterLabour was able to win a majority in the House of Commons with only 36 per cent of the vote. They say the Prime Minister is able to hold power with the support of just a fifth of the British adult population, the lowest figure since the Great Reform Act of 1832.
A national campaign for voting reform is to kick off this week with public meetings, a vigil outside Downing Street and a petition calling for the Government to look at introducing proportional representation systems similar to those in Scotland, Wales, Ireland and the Continent.

"This general election has become a travesty of democracy," said Nina Temple, director of Make Votes Count, which campaigns for electoral reform. "We have now got a Government with a working majority elected by just over one-third of voters. When turnout is taken into account, only 21 per cent of the electorate voted for the Government."

Martin Linton, Labour MP for Battersea, saw his 5,000 majority slashed to 163 after people voted tactically to protest at Tony Blair. "We have the most unsophisticated system in the world," he said. "By the simplest system of just 1, 2, 3 instead of X you could have a representative system."

The Tories gained 50,000 more votes than Labour in England but got 92 fewer English seats. The Liberal Democrats said if the number of votes cast reflected the number of seats in Parliament they would have more than doubled their number of seats from 62 to 141. Lord Lester of Herne Hill, the Liberal Democrat peer, said the system means "one party can wield absolute power" without a clear majority of votes.
Question 2
Here is an extract from an article in the Daily Telegraph.
Explain or comment on the shaded phrases.
State pupils 'urged to read easy A levels' 
By John Clare, Education Editor
(Filed: 10/05/2005)

Entire areas of university study, especially mathematics, science, engineering and modern languages, are becoming the preserve of pupils educated at independent schools, said a study published yesterday.

It found that state school pupils were increasingly turning away - or being encouraged to turn away - from hard A-levels such as maths, chemistry, physics and modern languages and instead taking easier subjects such as media studies, art, design and technology, business studies and psychology.

The result was that independent school pupils, who accounted for only 15 per cent of the total number of A-level candidates, were achieving a disproportionate share of A grades in the hardest subjects: 60 per cent in modern languages, 48 per cent in chemistry and 46 per cent in physics and maths.

At the same time, the gap in performance between independent and state schools was widening.
Question 3
Here is an extract from an article in the Guardian.
Explain or comment on the shaded phrases.
SPENDING FREEZE? 

Wednesday May 25, 2005

The shadow chancellor, George Osborne, also has a new adviser, former Bank of England economist Matthew Hancock, who has been helping Mr Osborne with his sums since his promotion. Unfortunately for the man some are calling Tory Blair, his new chief of staff does have what you might call a chequered record of political success and personal achievement. He masterminded the Tories' election campaign in Guildford in 2001: the party lost the seat. His expedition to the North Pole earlier this year was equally unsuccessful: he had to be airlifted out after getting frostbite. Looking on the bright side, the Guardian can only hope that his experience of inhospitable environments and W11 postcode will serve him well on the shadow cabinet corridor.
Question 4
Here is an extract from another article in the Guardian.
Explain or comment on the shaded phrase.
Teenager handed hoodie ban 

Debbie Andalo and agencies
Thursday May 26, 2005 

A teenager has been issued with an antisocial behaviour order (Asbo) which bans him from wearing a "hoodie" for five years. 

The action against 16-year-old Dale Carroll was brought by the city council in Manchester, which has the accolade of being known as Britain's capital of Asbos. 

Manchester magistrates heard that Carroll was part of a gang who caused mayhem to residents of Collyhurst village in the city for almost three years. 

The court heard he had attacked locals and once attempted to cut down a CCTV lamppost with a chainsaw. 

The teenager threw fireworks at cyclists and at one stage pulled a person from their bike and threatened them with an axe. He also drove a car on to a pavement and down steps close to the Sparrow pub in Collyhurst. 

Carroll, who appeared before Manchester magistrates on Tuesday, is the latest person to be made subject to an Asbo brought by Manchester city council, which has taken out 474 orders against 280 individuals since the orders were created under the government's Antisocial Behaviour Act 2003.
Question 5: Explain "Battle of the Boyne".
What was the Battle of the Boyne about? When did it take place?
Who is the man on the white horse? 
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Question 6        Indicate on this map: 
1 The Isle of Man
2 Manchester
3 Belfast       
4 Edinburgh
Question 7
Explain the shaded phrase 

· Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, or "Lewis Carroll," as he was to become known, was born on January 27 1832, in the little parsonage of Daresbury in Cheshire, the oldest boy but already the third child of the four-and-a-half year marriage of Charles Dodgson, clergyman, and his cousin Frances Jane Lutwidge. 
· The Dodgson family was predominantly northern English, with Irish connections, Conservative, Anglican, High Church, upper middle class, and inclining towards the two good old upper middle class professions of the army and the Church. …

Exam 2009-2010

1. Explain highlighted phrases from an article: 

- devolved institutions 

- enables schools to achieve academy status 

- bill 

- unitary councils 

- reformed second house 

2. Mark these places on the map: 

- Mount Snowdon 

- Birmingham 

- Lake District 

- Edinburgh 

- Cornwall 

3. Explain the special status of the Church of England and how it came about. 

4. Explain highlighted phrases from an article: 

- Shadow cabinet 

- Shadow transport secretary 

- Labour's front bench 

- Labour's chief whip 

- Chief whip of the House of Lords 

5. What is the Glorious Revolution? 

6. Give all the information you can give on the next painting: 

* The Harlot's Progress; Plate 1 - Hogarth * 

7. Give all the information you can give on the next painting: 

* Edward VI - Hans Holbein * 

8. Here are the results of the 2010 elections. Explain how a party can have more seats in parliament but have a lower percentage of the votes than another party.
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